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Anicn dmeiitx to the SnecitlctUion : 

Please replace IIjc ibllowing paragraphs and sections on Page 1 of the Specification with llic 
Ibllowing new i>Liragraphs and sections, which arc marked up to show changes made relative lo 
I he imnioilintc prior version. Newly added paragraphs and sections lo Page 1 Iiavc not been 
iMulerlincd tn accordance with Patent Office rules. 

TITLE 

Ur.TRASONIC DRNTAL SCALER INSERT WITH SOFf GRIP AND METHOD 

BACKCJROl JND OP 'II Ui [NVRNIION 
I'ield of the Iiu cntion 

The invention generally provides an ultrasonic dental scaler insert having a soft grip, and 
n naUhod of making it. Mnro particnja rlv. the so a min member is made from an elastomer and 
rij^id p olvni or. 

Smnmnry oflho Invention 

Tlie present inveulion provides a method of making an uUi-asonic dental scaler insert 
hnvin^j i\ kuII ^rip. 'I he scaler insert includes a tip, connector body, and niagnctoslrictive 
mC'inbijr. The soft yrip member has an claslomeric outer wall bonded to a rigid polymeric inner 
walL '! hci so(\ grip member is affixed to the sealer insert in such a manner that the rigid 
potymciic innc?r wall of tlic soft grip cjrcuaiscribes the connector body of the insert. The sofl 
nrip member may be atlachcd by snnp-filling the gri]i onto the connector body. Once the sofl 
grip is atiuchod lo the insert, il provides a comfortable, non-slip surface for the dental 
professional. The elastomcric outer wall reduces the vibrations transmitted to the hand of the 
person using the iuiitiiimcnt. In one embodiment, the soft grip member is made by adhering a 
iirst soft grip iKilf-soction member to a second soft grip half-section member. Kach half-scclion 
member includes an clnslomcric outer wall nnd rigid polymer inner walK The half-section 
meuibers may be adhered together with a suitable adhesive. 
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